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SUBMARINE AND OFFSHORE PATROL VESSEL PRODUCTION 
Statement by Minister for Commerce 

HON MICHAEL MISCHIN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Commerce) [1.01 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house of my trip last week to Europe to promote Western Australia’s capability to participate in the 
SEA1000 future submarine project and the SEA1180 offshore patrol vessel project. The state government was 
invited by DCNS, the successful French submarine proponent for the commonwealth SEA1000 submarine 
program, to visit its facilities in Cherbourg, France, to view firsthand its submarine production facilities and to 
discuss Western Australia’s involvement in the program. While in Europe, I also took the opportunity to visit the 
European shipyards selected for the commonwealth government’s OPV project. The shipyards are Lürssen and 
Fassmer in Bremen, Germany, and Damen in Gorinchem, the Netherlands. 
Although construction of the future submarine will be based in Adelaide, I discussed with DCNS 
Western Australia’s existing and demonstrated capabilities in maintaining current and future Royal Australian Navy 
vessels home-ported at HMAS Stirling. I emphasised the state-owned infrastructure that is available at the 
Australian Marine Complex in Henderson, particularly the critical role that the floating dock and associated 
infrastructure such as wharves and self-propelled modular transporters play in support of the current Collins-class 
submarine. I also emphasised that Western Australia saw the future submarine project as a national endeavour and 
expects that local industry would play a substantial role in both the build and sustainment of the future submarine. 
The discussions with DCNS followed earlier meetings, in conjunction with the successful Innovation Day held in 
Fremantle on 24 May 2016, on the role of local industry in the submarine supply chain. It is pleasing to note that 
more than 120 local companies have so far contacted DCNS to promote their capabilities. I also emphasised the 
capabilities of our tertiary institutions and how they can play a role in the future submarine project. I will be 
discussing this further with our universities, as I believe there are opportunities to be developed with relevant 
French universities. 
I would like to place on the record my thanks to DCNS for hosting the visit, the opportunity to discuss with it the 
opportunities for Western Australian industry and its openness in our discussions. 
As previously noted, I also took the opportunity to incorporate visits to the three European designers selected for 
the commonwealth government’s $3 billion OPV project. The principal purpose of the meetings was to engage 
with the three designers in relation to working collaboratively on the transition of construction from Adelaide to 
Henderson. Twelve OPVs will be built and the commonwealth has indicated that it favours a build strategy that 
will see the first two OPVs built in Adelaide, with a transition of the build of the remaining 10 OPVs to 
Henderson in 2020. I also discussed with the three designers their OPV build and sustainment strategies with 
regard to Western Australian industry and local supply chain involvement. I promoted and discussed 
Western Australian naval shipbuilding and maintenance capability. It was clear from my discussions that all 
three designers recognise that significant private and public sector capability to build and support the OPVs 
exists at Henderson. That Henderson has been selected by the commonwealth government as the location to 
build naval surface vessels under 100 metres in length is also testament to Western Australia’s skills and 
infrastructure capabilities. All three designers indicated that they saw Western Australia playing the major role in 
their build strategies for the OPVs. 
I emphasised Western Australia’s desire to ensure that the 2–10 build strategy was adhered to and that the state 
government would continue to work with whichever designer was selected by the commonwealth to lock in the 
stated build split. I was greatly encouraged during my discussions that all three designers saw the logic of basing 
their Australian presence for this project in Henderson. 
I would like to record my thanks to the three designers for their hospitality as hosts to the Western Australian 
delegation and for providing comprehensive briefings and tours of their facilities. I would also like to thank them 
for their candour during our discussions and for their support of Western Australia’s capability to deliver for the 
OPV project. 
As a result of my trip, I am certain that whichever designer the commonwealth government selects, the 
Royal Australian Navy will receive first-class vessels delivered by a company committed to not only this project, 
but also ensuring that the commonwealth aim to develop sovereign industry capability in naval shipbuilding will 
be achieved. 
 


	SUBMARINE AND OFFSHORE PATROL VESSEL PRODUCTION
	Statement by Minister for Commerce


